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A true and Exact Relation of the late Prodigions 
Earthquake and Eruption of Mount: Xena, or 
Monte-Gibello, ar it came ina Letter written to 
His 11 5 from Naples by the Right Hononra- 
ble the Earl of Winchelſea, His Majeſties late 
Ambaſſador at Conſtantinople, who in bis Re- 
turn from thence viſuing Catania is the Iſland of 
Sicily was an Ey-witneſs of that Dreadſull 
Spetlacle. Together with 4 more particular 
Narrative of the ſame 41 it 1s Collefied out of 
ſeveral Relations ſent from Catania. 


May it pleaſe your Majeſty. 


N my :27age from Malta to this place wherein I bete ned all the 
Ailigence the Seaſon bath given me leave, I touched it the City of 
Catania in *icily, end wer there moſt kindly invited by the B. 
ſhip to lodge in bir Palace, which I accepted, b ſo I might be 
the better able to inform Tour Mah of that Extramrdinar) 
Fire, which comes from Moune-Gibelio 15 miles diftent from thet 
City ; iFbich for it's horridneſs in the Ad, fr the raft quantity 
thereof, ( for it it 15 miles in length and 7 in breadth ) fr 1's Mon- 
ron. Deveſtstion, and quick progreſs, may »e termed an Inundation 
of Fire, a load f Fire, W and burning-ftones, burning with 
| 2 tba: 
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tbe Seo 20 yards &t haft tm ſarrral places ;, in the middle of this fire, 
which burned in the Sci, i hath formed fete lil to 8 Rur, 
with it's Banks em cork fide ner fi: 0p and Croggy, end in 1d, Channe! 
mores they greateft quantity of 11 u fre, lieb bie , liquid, with 
ers of he ſome ccmpeſuion and cinders all red hot, ſwimming nn the 
fre of ah = from this Rixor of fire dul priced ander 
the greed moſs if the flimrs which ore generally lets faibam bigh all 
ne the C:untre), m berewt lend in other glaces much more, there 
are ſecret Comamits or Rinulets of this lignid matter, which uni- 
cates fire and beat into of forts mire ir leſs, ar d mali, 1he flenesr and 
cinders by fits in theſe places moe ieee, ter and over 
agein, where it act with Ricky cr H if the ſome matter ( as 
many are) they melt and go own) with ibe fre, mbim they find other 
eiten, they 191m ie % Lime i» A ( 61 ] am informed ) 
The ccmmpoſticn cf ibi fee, lines and cinders, are Se bur, Nure, 

ö er, Sal- ne, Lead, licn, Br oſs, and oll eber . 
Ii mores mit regwlorh, „en 6. mu billy in fe floces is batb 
mode the V alley's, A,, ondibe Hills ibi age mat bigh are new . 
keys. When 4 m1 night } mitt wjim 190 en im diters Places, 
and could ple. ml foe 01 Men. fe ce, a1 we judged, ile fire ts be- 
gin to ven from the M. si 1 du line, the flame 10 ofcend 8; 
digh and , big a1 ine of the Figheft ard greateft Stele in Tour 
Meni, Kings: wm, ade mp greet ne intc the Aire; Tcoemld 


foe the Ru tre fire 6iJornding tHe ene a iirril li fiery or red 


er, and firne; of ajole rid, it (mimibereen, and to be, le ar 
big. #1 an erdinaery Tolle, We conld ſee ibi fre 10 more in ſereral 
et her 


| 3 
"ther places, and all tbe ah 2 — with fre, aſcending with 
— - laces, nc hg [ike to at ielent furnace of Len 
— , pp 4 AR Nee, the kd eſpecially th: ſe 
ſniv the Big, A Cmoatrer of Hats, who liter there, and 1. 
ar ib ide R,, „ liquid where i# Iſfers can of 
ſhe mee, and cate 187 bokg a Torrem with g vi 
d fre fir non dem, and ar bread, ard that ne flones cv 

tberein. I Tore Jowr Mazeſty no fen can capreſs bew wirrible it is, 
a fl 1be rb arid hair of ih mcrld qucrxd, or divers that 
which ws burning in thc Comptrey. In fort) dh time n bath dftro) - 
ww "ro — ee Ne, made 1199 bills of »0, 1 CO0 
gar bigh cc, and «16 11 her wiiles ine Moſs, a: 3 mr Majeſty will 
A * Sour tb Profle the elan 3 Brewirk 2. Was 
the be I conld get, but bath nbing f the progreſs into the Seq, the 
confuſcn was ſo great inthe Cit), nhich 11 ala ſurrounded with 
mountains of fire, that 1 cinld nt get any to draw one, but I bare 
takgn care to bt ent ſent aſier me fir Tour Mey): F 10000 perſins 
«db i1ndat ned Catania 3000 did cnely Remain, oll they Go ore 
carried away, the C amnons of Braſs are remcred ont: of the Caftle, 
fue great Bell: tale d wn, the City Gates walled wy next the fire, 
ond 1 mode all te abend n the City. 
7b nicht wbich I Ih iDerey it rain'd He Al ner the City, and 
tem mrides at Seait t onbled my e101 ibis ſire in it's prigreſs mer with 
8 | ohe , far miles inc mf aſi, and it wo! nt cel) fati 1% fl x 

ap thouch it was four fath m deep, | mt bath mode if it i. 
Jen t alſ» to V. mr Sacred Mei) @ Relation wn Prim which the 
Biſhop gate me, o bercin the beginning 1s Related, and ſeveral cmrions 
Paſſage, I mf Dumbly befrech Tour far den fir the hindering Your 
Majeff) 5 lem form Vrur better Iraplozments;, And 1 brfeech you Great 
Sir erer to Miete I Eonc and Rat Tour Perſe nn ane all Expreſſi. 


et, for I am, 
Nat les the 27th f Heil Your Majefties mof? obe- 
7 f M2, 1669. dient, moſt humble and 
meſt ſait hſull Subyecr 
2 id Servant. ä 


Win hil/ſes. 


A particular Narrative of the late dreadful 
Eqrthquake and Ermption, as it is col- 


lefed out of ſeveral Relations from Ca- 


tania. 


Out- tn, or Monte Gibello, x Movntain ſo 
renowned throughout the world for its heigbt 
and gi eatneſe, but much more for thoſe prodi- 
gious Flames, Smoak and Aſbes, which ic hath 
caſt out from the top of it, whilſt the other 

parts are contiaually (even ii the midſt of 
Summer) covered with Snow, hav been for many Ages ol 
(erved once, or lomerimes oftner, in the face of about fifteen 
years, to throw up me thei, ordinary flame; , with much 
ſmoak and ſtones, and great quanticy of bes) which (though 
terrible to the 1 eighbouring Vows end cope & yet wont 


in little time to abate of its fury , mtid'prove tut fellom mos e 
iu jurigus tothe Count e near chan by c inikating largely 
its Aſhes , which though for the preſept it Jid ſomewhat incom- 
modate them, they had afterwards a conſidei able compe:r(ation 
in the produ& of thei: Lande, which by this means weie ten- 
died more ſruitſul. 

Bit on Friday the 18th of Mzrch, 1669. the Sun was obſecv ed 
before its ſetting to appear of a pale and dead colour, which (be- 
ing contrary to what it ever before appeai eil tou) ſtruck no 
(mail cerrour into the Inhabitannts, all object appesring ailo of 

the 


7 
2 3 from that of the Sum. 


wich a pe 


the people 
the Fieids 


Earthquake, the Houſes and other 
all in pieces, and buried in their own 
(who had el their lives by a time- 
lizcle of their their haſty fears Won 
| to carry our with them) continued 2 night or two 
in the Fields, beholding wich grief and aſtoniſhment che ruine ot 
their habications. But obſerving that by theſe violent concuilli- 
h n to open in ſeveral places, and to threaten 
hem with inevitable ruine, they fled, though with much trouble 
and — — ot mage . Lon hr of the Earth be ing 
vi „that the e went reeling and ſtag- 
with much difficulty ſnpporting one another from falling, 
as what with their want of fleep, che pains they were 
forced to take in trevelling, and the Ly Terrors imp int ed on 
what they have ſeen and ſuſſer eil, they appesred st their 
arrival in this Citty, as ſo many diſtracted people, wholiy inſen- 

fible of what they 44 
The dreadful coavulfron of the Earth was imme._iatly H lower 
March 3 1th about ten ac night, by three terrible eruf- 
about the ſame time, and at a little diſtance one from 

the other. 


The faid Eruptions was obſer ved there onthe (ide of M. 
Gibells, about two miles beyond the Mountain, called M II e- 
with a terrible nale ic threw its flames with much f ati 
5 about a hundred yards in heighe, its noiſe not roarin; 
— om the of the Mounrain as before, bue 
y crackiag like peals of Ordnance or Thunder, from the 
fide of it throwing out vaſt Stones, (ome of them thiee hudi ©! | 


paring weight , which but ds woe hor rhe hiv, fell 
teversl 2 from the plere, hd . d wee 61 
tel with Sock, Gurifing Cindors, and Alder which ted] n 
fiery Roin'wpon th Try - 

In the mean d led neee fide of ens 
da in a \aſtcorcent of meſting end burning marrer, bro an 
nderien drowned, 25 in d of fire, the beef on rhe 
hae of it. 

This burning River ran down « the Mountain Mp, 
which, oppofing: its die# courſe, it divided) . bebf: amo pw o 
ttreues, «inch encompaſſed the ſaidl — of en 

e way by Lo-Gwerd:s, the Convent xt th. jul 2. 
4 2 by the Town of — — Jeanne — 
ew hots were wholly deſtroyed a not ſo much eB a1 
o them remaining, wich ſeveral lefler * ond Forms, and 
with them the famous Image of the bleſſei Lay ts ..- 
ts, which though highly reverenced ben 'he ue 
inland, eſteemed the wonder of Sicily and the whole world , wad 
ro which the people with mich devotion reſorrel in pilgrimage 
from the remoteſt parts, was allo ſwellowell and confirmed by 
chi: dreadful Torrent. 

This fiery and burning Deluge inmetliatly ſyvend & felt to- 
bove fix miles in breadch , (ceming to be ſom bet of the eotony 
of melred and burning Giaffe, beit , it Cook, become kr) 
and rocky, and every where 1 1t5 paſſare ez 11 bs and vows 
mids of that matter belund it. 

Ar the ſame time e Gi m it's —— woich end 
ful flame, which with ics noife vnd dd neu the N Nt 
continuing, added not a little to the revfor of the 'People, x. 
ral with c:ves and lame ita ions about the City a Connery, eu- 
peRting votliiig bur to be ſwallweft or etre by Foe, ha ding 
1» other apprehenfrons but of of gent old" a genes! cum. 
tion. Mee 

The two torrents of Fire came ſor wur, deftr=yine: 411 een 
intheir way, and by Wedneſtav, mare 37h, rad e, h We 
ſi de bra iched it ff into feveral ſtreame, arti be Com? N. 
ande, St. Pietro and M Aerlianc „ with Lis Pesiellf mA N! frrtoni- 


(9s) 
„%: And on the E part ruined the lower pa t ot l- 
end Le Placeb:, taking iti way cowards this City. 

On Thurſday the 14th the wind came Faſt-wards, o. 
day fell abundence of Rain, which abated not the pg! 
the Fire, which on the Ealt-tide had from Meſca/nccrs mae »t 
way to St. Giovanni di Galermo, the lower part whereot 15 de- 
Rroyed, and pailing on ſeemed to threaten this City on the ole 
fide, as did that on the Weſt» tide the other. 

As the Fire approached, the religions every where appeared 
with much devotion, carrying in proceſſion their Reliques, eſpe- 
cially thoſe of St. Agotbs, the ſamous martyr of Catania in which 
they repoſed no ſmall confidence, followed by great multiutdes 
of people, ſome of them mortifying themſelves with Whips and 
other ſigns of penance, wich great complaints and cry es, expreſſiug 
their dreadful expe dation of the events of thoſe prodigious her y 
immdat ions. | 

Whilſt the people were thus buſied in their devotions, and 
aſtoniſhe by their ſears, news was brought to the magiſtrates of 
the City, that a confiderable number of Thieves and Robbers 
had taken the opportunity of this general diſtraction to make a 
prey of the already diſtreſſed people, and that they had murther- 
ed (everal of them 3 » and that it was to be ſes ed 
that the City of Cn it ſelf might run ſome danger from the 
gi eat numbers of them: which were about the Country, and from 
thence took their opportunities to get into the Town; where- 
upon confultation being had for the prevention of farther miſ- 
chief from them, the Commander of the Caſtle was orde: ed 
with a conſider able number of Horſe and of Spaniards to ſe- 
cure the Country and City ag2inſt chole Re who immeldli- 
at ly ſent ou ſeveral parties with his Provoſt Marſhal, with order 
to ſeize on all ſuſpected perfors, and fuch as were not able to give 
2 good account of themſelves - and for ſuch as were taken in the 
ſact robbing, to execute them by martial Jaw, wichour any fa: ther 
tryal, and accordingly cauſe d three pair of Gallows to be ſet vp 
up for their (ſpeedy execution, one before the Gate, Di Act, a 
ſecond in the market-place, and a third before the Gate D. Pc. 
1, ſetting ſtrong Guards beſu e the Gates of the Citv, aud 
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ci uſi ag all (uſpefted houſes to be ſearched, an adenine te be given 
in of a'! Lolgery, and ſuch perſons to be (ecared a3 could nap 
Knie- fail under NO 1 n 

The po v people out of the Cœuntry being by this prodigious 
ca\amity ſtripe out of oll they cfta 6, and e. luce 17 ex- 
t. emity, fled moſt of them for refuge and relief ta this City, wich 
ereat lament ation, moving the cha iy of the maagiſtrace<, which 
nas 1eadily inclined to give them the beſt aſhſtnce they were 
e ; and the Citize» x moved by their complet its and (ſufferings, 
freely opened their doors, filling their houſes with 8s many cf 
tho'e difti eſſe. peoqj le 2s — could poſbbly receive, the Bi 
and all perſons of quality and eftate contributing largely for their 
ſupport, till better order could be taken for the diſpoſing of 
chem, 

The City of M- allo, and fereral o- bet Cities informed of 
this eta dinary calamiry, (eur hicher large ſupplie · of proviſi- 
o u, iſſei ing their deft a ſtauce to thi place is caſe of extremity. 

All the a ſee med at this time to make war againſt us, 
and to conſpire together For the puniſh nent of the Inhabir 
the Air wasc tima / dak ed with cl wide , ſmoak agua 
y great and vi ve it winds, and oſte time. ſhowred down great 
Raine, inlom ich as the Sup f om the beginning of theſe erupti- 
ons very teldom appeared to us, and when it did (with extreoc- 
dinaty pa ene t) ſor 8 little time only, and (av ic wete . 
od, endf al 2 ſpectocle) (con hi its face agam under 8 thick . 

Tae Sea ras mich higher than it was want to do, and by its 
extisordi ay rig, a1 is ome places over- Ming its bank 8, 
aaded not a lala t our en; the Land every where 
invelied wh The ay fefomach, tha till by the exrranniinary 
ca'e taken by the nie and ofhicers (evera] executi> 1s was 
done upon luck g» were s in the tat, no perſon was 
able to i: broad wicrhout oſ his life, whilft che fire by 
this prodigions over-fl wing of the mountain threarned to take 
pPrſſeſſion of them all. | 

O1 Friday the 15h, the treem of hery matter which deftroy- 
ed the lower part « f Se. Giovan / di Ga/lerm-, divided it (elf into 
two pa. ta, one of its branches taking its way coward & — 

· 
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theother threatning the Cir 8 . but this laſt was obſer - 
ved to move with more . than before, having in twenty. 
ſour hours time 'carcely gained one mile. 

On the 3©th beipg monvay, the tor en / being ſtill ſeen to draw 
nearer and 1earer unto this City, the Serate & monſeoniy Camuchi, 
the Biſhop ot this place, followed by all the Cle cy, Secular and 
Regular, and an infinite number of pope weine ina fulemn pro- 
ceiſion out of this City to m me di St. Sophia, cariying out with 

reateſt de votion ther: choiſeſt Re ict, ad upon 21 Altar e: efted 
in view of the mountain, expoſed them, where they celebiate.| 
mal-, and uſed the exo ciimes accuſtomed upon (ch exttaorſina- 
ry © ca im, ll which time the mountain ceaſe not as before 
vi in exceſſiv e roaring to theo up its ſmoak and flames with 
ext: aordinacy violence, ad abundlance of great ſtones which ve 
carried through the Air, ſome of them falling within their vie“ 
chough at te miles diſtance from the eruption, the aſhes which 
proceeded frum thence were ſcattered in great abuma ce, aſwell . 
on this Cicy as on the Country ail acent, every where i the Field, 
with Cinders, and the heat of the id Aſhes Jeſtroyes the gra's, 
which obliged the people to dive away their Cattle to a ther 
diſtance, whieh would other wile have periſhed for wane of trol). 

Theie ſheams of ruine daily crept neate and nearer to this 
City, but h uneven and irregular motions, according as it was 
more or leſs ſupplied from its foundation, But on Wedne(.lay 
the 20th we perceived that that branch of it which ſeemed mt 
to threaren this City hom S,. Crit anni de Clem wan wh lh oy 
extiigwiſht, and that which bent its cor: fe cowards M fe tron + 
1an but (lowly, and gave ns ſome hopes that its fin y was alin near 
ſrent; but the other torrent which had before ove: -t own - 
ferbimme? comtinne i its motion with as much violence as ee, le- 
11g in breadth above a 1 over, but in probabiiny 
could not eafily over - ow to the Weſt- warde, which was detent! - 
ed by its rocky ſcitustion: Another branch which an by F 21 
Pictrs was Obſerved tobe much larger than che reit, an | © Hein 
more quick an ative, but meeting with ſome pp 1On 141 146 
way, it maile (ome ſtop, only lending out a R. et towards ff - 
Eaſt-ward about thiec oi forir yards wile of 1th Mit rr | 
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dive matter, which directed its courſe toward 8 ſmall village 
about 8s furlong diſſant from its main fiream; another branch 
thieatned Cap Ru, but bent its courie Weſtwards to- 
wards the Farm of V /corrente, where it+ fiery body was ſcattered 
into ſeveral deep and rocky places, without ary cenſiderable da- 
mage. | 

About this time we had hopes that the violence of this erupti- 
tien bad been over, the mountain not throwing out it, flames 
with that violence a5 before, and ics noile 2˙ roating 11 great 
mealue ceaſed, 

Thoſe u ho at neareſt diſtance to k a view of the myintain, in- 
ſormed, that the top of it was ſallen in; the mou tain ſupp led 
to want near a mile of its former heighr, that che largeſt of the 
mouths ſi um whence theſe hery ſtreams were vented, was bout 
a mile in compa's, but the view of chis dreadful inindation 
carried ſo much terror i it as they were not able to expreſs, ſi on 
all theſe mouths were vomited Reis of a thick and ſery ſub- 
of. ſtone and mettals melted, u hoſe depth vas vai ious, according 
to the ſeveral places ic filled in its paſſege, in ſome places four, i 
others eight, twelve cr ſiſteen yards and upwards, its breadth in 
ſome places / miles, in others much more, ics flame like that of 
Bi imſtore, and its motion like that of Quick-filver, advancing 
du dinatily very (lowly, unleſs where it was oked by the ad- 
dition of a fieſh torrent or ſome conſiderable deſcent ; whereſcs 
ever it paſſed it leſt large heaps of its congealed matter, with 
u hich it covered and burnt the earth, melting the walls of Caſtles 
and Houſes, throw ing down and conſuming all befure it, nothing 
being yet ſound able to reſiſt its force, nor any thing able to 
quench burning , water being obſerved iather to add to its fury, 
whereſoever it had paſſed, it had left its di eadful marks behind it, 
levelling ſome Milk and raiſing others, ſo much changing the Sci- 
cuations, that not the leaſt trace of any place or Tumn remains, 
nothing being to be ſeen but confuſed heaps of ragged Stones, 
which yielding 2 noiſome ſume, ſtrike terror and iſhmene 
into all that d it. 


On 


' 

On Friday the 2mth the $13) reared with much loudneſe, 
and threw up from i mouths a vaſt quanticy of matter, which 
ſo: med two large hills higher end larger than that of M pileri, 
with a large bank of the ſome matter to the Faſtward, ſending 
dou n & victent ſhream of its liquid master towards Malpaſſe, 


much enlarging the fo: mer Curient, ard paſſing thence to Campo 


Jude, and Sams Pirtro cc mpleated the Ruins of thoſe Towns, 
11Ving fron fly towards M ferbranct, the other flream by Sto 
tende aun being wholy diverted and extinguilte ? 

Fi om this time til) the 25th the mountain continued ſilent, but 
Men it bun ſt out again with mere force than ever befure, its noiſe 
mc louder, like Peles of Ordnance, and fo forcible and laſting 
as for 24 hours it cauſed a ſha k ing and trembling in our buildings, 
[lie Aire ſo filled with ſmoake and Aſkes as da kned the face of 
the Skye“ 

Ille Birds and Fowle.about this time, either through want of 
food or illnels of Aire which was corrupted with the noiſome 
ſmells ariting ſi oni thele burnings, were obſerved to lye dead in 


all places ? | | 

Grtha 2$ch the grand Current was advar.cedneer the City 
far as the old Capweins which ſtruck ſo great a terror into the 
people that moſt of them left the City, ny ſome Officers re- 
maining with ſuch perſons as were under their command, who 
have ſecut ed and lent away the magatin, and all the Artillery from 
the Caſtle. 


A later Relation from Catania bearing date the 27th of 
April, gives us this farther accompt, viz. 


The dreadful Inundation from monte-Gibel/ls having deftroyed 
many Caſtles and Towns : with an infinite loſs and utter ruine to 
the Inhabicants, arrived lately with a renewed force at Maſerbianco, 
which it has wholly ruin'd, from thence pefſing unto Albanclli in 
4 dayes ſpace deſtreved all the Gardens and Vineyards, with ſixty 
three thouſand Vines ? 8 

n 


POOL 

On W the tech wn ery Torrent 
it came towards St. Aid, Where all the remainder ot the (1he- 
Iytants of this City we e SpeRtatogs of ir, which relemwule « Ri- 
ver of meke ad burning braſs about 30 ells wide, running wich 
lw iſtnels to the Arch of Muren Murcelins 2 famous piece of An- 
tiquity , and paſſ as under it ruined about 6 ells of it, which was 
the breadth o the Ourtent in that , ſrom thence it ran to 
Md. n. di M. aſer rat which is wholly deſtroyed, then fallin 
down to Mud nns dcile Graiit it ent ed in at one Gate and 
through another, without any confiderable hurt, and runs. ing 
th. ough the Gare Dell: Dec filled all che Plais Di Scbiars tis 
where it was above 6 ell» deep, then tal ing its way towards the 
Bull- wak ou the Sea tide, under the Caftie of this City, it ran 
by, two elle deep into the Sea, in which ( to the great wo der of 
all thac (aw it) it hes made it's progreſs a mile i length, and as 
much in breadch, and is d; awing towards the gate of the Channel, 
whach gives us great apprehenſion leaſt ic may char yp invade 
the City it e. Nor is there leſs da iger on the fide Deltind tro 
where there runs a great Torrent of the ſame active matter, vhich 
diawes near, and ſeems to thieaten the Walk, and is in that place 
abo it a mile in bredth, having overflowed and deftroyei all the 
Gardens from che gate Dells Decims us farr as Madonna dell: Ant- 


latts 


A Liſt of the moſt conſiderable Towns and places 
Ruined and deſtroyed by thedreadtull Fatth- 
quake and Eruptions ? | 


The Towns of Padæse and tre Coſtagne, the greateſt part deſtroy- 
ed by the ake? 

The Towns of Le nerds, Maipaſſo Camp» IL. ne, La Petielhh, 
St. Para, Mofterbiance, Moniptlert, Lo Ainet, Falicch, Plac- 
«bi, wholly ove. flowed conſumed and loſt in this fiery Inunda- 
tion, with all the lands belonging co them, no footiteps of them 
remaining ? 


The 


C1 

The Tow of Meals, GY Giovenn! de Ole, Stined 
furt. 

5 large Oarden 81d Vineyards of Albi, over-flown and 
deſtroyed 

The famous piece of Antiquity of Maren Morcellas much 
runes. 

M14onns di Mrnſ.rr ate deſtroyed, befides many — Farms 
and other places which have run the ſame fortune, whole names 
were for brevity pat over. 


FINTS. 


